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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 6359 

EO 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, VS 

SUBJECT: INTERVIEW OF ARVN 2 ND DIVISION COMMANDER WITH US 
REPORTER NOVAK 

FOLLOWING MSG SENT ACTION SAIGON FM DANANG AND RPTD FOR INFO QTE: 

CONFIDENTIAL DANANG 398 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUB J : INTERVIEW OF ARVN 2 ND DIVISION COMMANDER WITH US 
REPORTER NOVAK 

1. THE FOLLOWING IS REPORTED BY POLOFF QUANG NGAI. 

2. ARVN 2 ND DIVISION COMMANDER BG TRAN VAN NHUT ON APRIL 12 TOLD 
US REPORTERS ROBERT NOVAK THAT HE IS NOT SURPRISED THAT THE COMMUN- 
ISTS HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE CEASEFIRE TO INCREASE THE FLOW OF 
ARMS AND MATERIALS IN PREPARATION FOR RENEWED ATTACKS IN THE SOUTH. 
WHILE HIS TROOPS HAVE BEEN ISSUED EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS TO LIMIT 
THEIR OPERATIONS AS WELL AS THIER USE OF AMMUNITION, THE COMMUNISTS 
HAVE CONTINUED TO LAUNCH DAILY ATTACKS, ESPECIALLY AGAINST ARVN AND 
TERRITORIAL FORCES OUTPOSTS. THE ENEMY HAS COMMITTED MORE THAN 

600 CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS IN THIS AO ALONE. NHUT SAID HE WOULD DO 
WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO DEFEND THE AREAS ALREADY UNDER GVN 
CONTROL. 
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THIS WOULD INCLUDE THE LAUNCHING OF PRE- EMPTIVE STRIKES AGAINST ANY 
ENEMY BUILD- UPS THAT DIRECTLY THREATENED HIS TROOPS OR THE GOVERN- 
MENT POPULACE. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR THE ARVN TO ENGAGE IN ANY SIGNIFICANT OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 
BECAUSE ARVN TROOPS HAVE BEEN SPREAD SO THINLY IN ORDER TO DEFEND 
THE POPULATED LOWLANDS. THE ENEMY, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS FREE TO 
CONCENTRATE HIS FORCES AT POINTS OF HIS CHOSING. THE VARIOUS 
INTELLIGENCE REPORTS NHUT HAS RECEIVED INDICATE THAT THE ENEMY IS 
PREPARING FOR A NEW OFFENSIVE IN MID- MAY, WITH SA HUYNH BEING THE 
MAIOR OBJECTIVE. NHUT ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE 
ENEMY WOULD HAVE THE PLEASURE OF CELEBRATING HO CHI MINH’ S BIRTHDAY 
IN SA HUYNH. 

BROWN UNQUOTE 
BUNKER 
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